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1. Introduction

Agriculture is the largest sector of the rural economy and is a family enterprise,
since 56 per cent of its population is dependent on it in India. India’s economic security
is heavily dependent on agriculture. In terms of employment, it is the most important
sector. Women in India are the backbone of the society and important human resource.
They playa significant and crucial role in agriculture and allied operations and household
activities. Traditionally, women have always played an important role in agriculture —
as farmers, co —farmers, family labour, wage labours and mangers of farms. The selection,
preservation and maintenance, the development and sharing of seed stock has long
been preserve of women. They have been active not just in crop cultivation but also in
allied areas such as horticulture, livestock and fisheries. The fact is that women’s
contributions in these sectors have either been largely ignored or inadequately
acknowledged. Women constitute nearly half the population in any country either it is
developed or developing country. Accordingly to U.N. Reports, “Women are almost
half of the adult population. They constitute one —third of labour force but consume
two-thirds of the world’s working hours and yet earn only one tenth of the income and
own only one per cent of world property.

Cont:)iiy(:;?en consti.tute in inn}lmerable way to the develop.mel?t process. quqdly th‘eir

the how 10;1 to socio-economic development has two f9ld 1.e., 1) in the home ii) outside
eStimatez' 2 the home, women’s role as daughter, wife and m‘oth.er cannot be m}der

{ requiremém woman as a caretaker of the members of the tm‘mly attend§ to food
e teachers;[‘S}Ihe loc')k_s aﬂfar the health ofall membe‘rs of‘ the family. \Yon\‘a‘n is also }he

ormation ar.n ¢ training imparted by‘her to the child lorm:q the basis of future skills

Partner in theong the Vyork ttor'czes. Outsndc? home, a woman tries to be an c.qual and ‘_qble
€Conomic activities. In agriculture, she is engaged in seeding, planting,

Weeding e e . :
term & Irrigating, processing, harvesting and threshing operations. In Economic
! S Women:

.
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1. Quantitatively, supply labour for.cc through her reproductive fy

i Qualitatively, improve producu\.nly of workers thm_lght her

3, Supplement income of the family and thus helps in impr
living and .

4. Help by contribution to ‘savm gs. o .

The various activities of women can bc fllVldcd In 1o two broa
viz."Market Activities™ which %‘onsnst f" a.cllVlllCS of women in farm an
sectors and “Non-Market Activities “.Wl‘llCh include personal care of childr
washing clothes, fetching water, animal care ctc. In .thcsc acllyltncs WO
effective role. The dual role of women as paid workgrs in tl}e outside mark
workers in the household leads to a significant contribution in real terms to
system. But throughout the world the rural women have been under-repr
cfevelopment process. The male-dominated society has not reco
contribution. A unique feature of female participation throughout
workers, labourers, cultivators, producers, traders besides performing all household
duties which are considered as “Unproductive”. In cultivation except ploughing,
levelling, irrigation and all other works are generally shared by both men and women

2. Importance of the Study

Nnction,
proper care, gt

. homc,
oving the stan,

lard of

d hcadings
d non-form
€n, cooking,
men play an
et and unpaid
the productive
esented in the
gnized their proper
India is that they are

Agriculture is a backbone of our country. Women are the biggest contributes to
the agricultural labour force and majority of employed women are engaged in agricultural
work. Women labour Play a multi-dimensional role like allied activities and domestic
activities should in addition of agricultural activity also. In spite of these, they faced
number problems such as, exploitation, long works hours, and unhealthy working
condition. in security of Job, low wages, health hazards and low socio economic status
etc. This study focus on socio-economic status regarding women agricultural labour.
Further, the study is also helps to the policy makers, planners, researchers and
agriculturist.

3. Objectives of the Study

Objectives of the present Study as follows;

L. To analyse the socio-econ

> T omic conditions of the women agricultural labour.
O analyse the nature of work, working conditions and wage pattern of women
agricultural laboyr,
3. Tofind out main

problems faced b
4, To suggest the r b

3 agricultural labour.
¢medial measures for upli
labour

ft the status of women agriculmrnl
4. Review of Literature

ZarQuresh (2005) study highlighs (he i
proposed to educate women i, floriculture ang

Nisha N (2008).study brings out (ha( the lab
employment in weeding followed by harvesting ang postharvest operations. The womat
labour had maximum unemployed days i summer g tl;iq i lhc; e nl‘sc"\s‘on i‘or aericulture
in the study area which compelled the woman lai)ourers to ;u,l\ cnu;loymcl“
opportunities like NREGS activities, construction work, tjle making~ctc. The study als¢

. » < e {
ance of education to rural female ane
food preservation. "

3 e “ds ': (
ourers got maximum number ofdays
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concluded that woman un.cmplnym entin agriculture hag caused a seve
income oflaho}‘rcrs’.'m"'ly expenditures, and (hejr saving and (e
caused migration of labourers _1“ f’lhcr aclivities ang pl
articipation ralcs-do not alway.s mdicates increase in the le
accompanicd by higher educational capabilitics anq
Tahir Munir Butt ctal. 2010) study indicates thag the fact h

that cultural norms, male dominance and traditional belief system w
constraint faced by rural women as reported by more i

re impact o the
bt position. Italso
aces, Increase workforce

asset and income,

at rural concluded

ere the major social
an 80 percent of the respondents,
5. Women Labour in Agriculture

Women are involved in some of the most ard
fields under different climatic condition and on

food grains, processing and marketing. But women’
employment and earnings, have been over look
‘casual’, and ‘supporting’. Far from these, th

unfortunate that her role is not adequately recognized and properly her contribution
not qualified. There is gross under-estimation of this invisible force, However, ‘women
and development’ as a subject entered in the international scene around 1970, when
the disguised economic administrative and social contribution of invisible labour force
began to be uncovered.

The United Nations General Assembly considered the role and position of women
in society and declared 1975-85 as the Women’s Decade. In India, constitution has
provided equal rights and privileges for men and women and has made special provisions
for women to improve their status in society. Five year plans, those do not seen to have
significant impact on them as unequal and unimportant partners. This is evidenced by
the fact of low sex ratio, low life expectancy, high mortality, illiteracy, low nutritional
status, and low economic and social status of women especially in rural areas. Sixth
five year plan on words, the Government of India has evolved a number of programmers
in order to benefit the rural women in various fields like social, education, health,

economic, political etc. and brings them in to the orbit of development.
Table 1: Female Work participation in India 1961-2001.

ed and labelled as ‘supplementary’,
€Ir contribution is substantial. It is

Census Year Female
1961 279
1971 14.2
1981 19.7
1991 227
=~ IR 2001 25.7

Source; Government of India Census Reports *h lower
Table] shows that the female work participation rate in India has been muc : "

than the mgje work participation rate. From table 1, it can be observed t-lmt(;l(:j‘ t;l“:'. g

Work Participation rate in India has drastically declined from 27.9 percentin : -
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percent in 2001, This means that the female work participation in 2001 has been than
half the rate in beginning of the century, although there were ups and downg in Varioyg

cars. . _
’}l,‘nblc 2: Rural Female Work Participation in India 1961-2001.

Census Year Female
1961 31.4
1971 15.5
1981 23.2
1991 26.7
2001 23.1

Source: Government of India, Census Reports

Table2 reveals that a fall in the WFPR for females during 1961-2001. One of the
factors is non-recognition of women’s labour and the difficulties stemming from not
being able to distinguish between their household non-economic and €conomic
activities. Second, it is the resultant of low remuneration that is both an outcome of
their involvement in unpaid work as household members and helpers as will an offshoot
of the associated socio-cultural perception to the dignity of labour concept whereby
declaration of women’s working status is viewed as dishonourable or a matter of shame.
The vast majority of women who work being employed in what is termed as unorganized

or informal sector sometimes considered to be a residual sector and the poor conditions
oftheir work.

6. Suggestions for the development of women agricultural labourer
The following suggestions can be made for the improvement of the socio-economic
passion of the women agricultural labourer.
1. Better implementation of labour laws and legislative measures.
2 Tocreating alternative sources of employment to the agricultural labourers and
improvement the bargaining position.
3. Regulation of hours of work and explanation of women labourer and protection
of women and child labourers.
4. Credit at cheaper / zero rates of interest on easy terms of payment to under
taking subsidiary occupation.
To provide proper training facilities for improving the skill of farm labourers.
6.  Women must also be included in land and water management, pani panchayats,
preservation of soil fertility and nutrition management, sustainable use of soil,

water, livestock and fishery resources and in creating village level community
seed banks, and so on,

o

7. Women’s access to the various agriculture schemes being implemented by the
government will be ensured. A quota for women will be incorporated by modity-
ing the guidelines of agriculture related schemes like Rashtriya krishi Vikas
yojana (RKVY). Further involvement of women can be ensured by providing
financial and infrastructural support to SHGs for seed production, storage, pres”
ervation, and distribution.
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Access 10 agricultural technology for women wil] i

' ! mprove by designi i

i wral technology that is women friendly, 7 feslgning agieul

o Women and young girls will be given training in the use and repair of hore wel|
" ith spcciﬂl focus promoting low cost irrigation. | R

10 ndowing women with land is an imporant instrument for cmpowering them

cconomically and strengthening their ability to ch
gender in equitics

CONCULS]()N

Agriculture iS.incrcas.n)eg bcc“,mi"g the preserve of women h
implications Rl p.()‘llcy. /\grlcuh‘urc policy has hCC}I largely blind. In order to formulate
policy that is sensitive to women's rplcs an'd }ICCfls In agriculture, itis first of a1 necessary
toimprov® e easttari n.“hc"' participation and to recognize their contributi
Women empowerment shou}d imply a process whereby women become sl Tt
themselves to increase lhle.Own self-reliance, to assert their independent rfght to
control resources which will assist in challenging and climinating their own
subordination.

allenge social and political

as important

on.
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Agriculture is the largest and important livelihood sector for masses in India,
According to International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) report India has displaced
from previous 97* Place to 100 in 2017 and the value is 31.4 shows the place of our country
found in serious category. Agriculture have been dominant sector in India for economic
situation will remain same in future, The dependency on agriculture sector
has not minimize as proportionate the sectoral contributi

appropriate technologies of Crop production, postsharvest processifig and by impr g
quality so that agriculture becomes not only Sustainable in long term but profitable business
also by linking production with consumerism., Sustainable agriculture improve soil heafth by
integrating all possible measures so that crop productivity is maintained for alonger time, The
book explains the emerging concerns of Indian Agriculture in terms of Agricultural growth
performance land degradation, water efficiency and natural farming, inclusive agriculture
development, distress in agriculture, problems of dry land agriculfure, employment problems
of small farmers, SOCI0-economic conditions of agriculture labour, women and the issues of

iS useful to students, researcher and policy makers and others
having interest in the field of; agriculture and development.
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